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[bookmark: _Toc178533742][bookmark: _Toc178534221][bookmark: _Toc178534915]The new Mercedes-Benz VLE: effortless performance with superior driving characteristics
The new VLE delivers the agility and long-distance comfort of a true premium limousine, combined with remarkably low energy consumption. With a range of more than 700 kilometres (WLTP)[endnoteRef:1], the VLE 300 electric masters long journeys non-stop – for example, from Berlin to Gothenburg, Rome to Nice, Atlanta to Orlando, and Beijing to Shenyang. [1:  Figures are preliminary and were determined internally in accordance with the "WLTP test procedure" certification method. At present, there has been neither an EC type approval nor a certificate of conformity with official values. There may be discrepancies between the figures provided and the official values.] 


Mercedes-Benz VLE 300 electric | provisional figures: combined energy consumption: 20.4-18.6 kWh/100 km | combined CO₂ emissions: 0 g/km | CO₂ class: A1

[bookmark: _Toc178529393][bookmark: _Toc178529518][bookmark: _Toc178530812][bookmark: _Toc178531031]Newly developed electric drive system with 93 percent efficiency
· Drive unit developed in-house by Mercedes-Benz with permanently excited synchronous motor (PSM) at the front axle. Battery-to-wheel efficiency over long distances is 93 percent.
· All-wheel-drive models additionally feature a powerful drive unit with PSM at the rear axle. It functions as an intelligent “boost” drive, activated or deactivated quickly via a Disconnect Unit (DCU) depending on the driving situation or programme. When power demand is low and traction requirements are minimal, the rear electric motor and parts of the gearbox are decoupled and inactive. This reduces drag losses at the rear axle by up to 90 percent and increases range.
· The high-performance power electronics are equipped with a silicon carbide inverter for particularly efficient energy use.

No more range anxiety thanks to 800-volt electric architecture and next-generation battery
· The state-of-the-art 800-volt system, in conjunction with a new battery generation, can significantly reduce charging times. The VLE can be recharged for a range of up to 355 kilometres (WLTP) in just 15 minutes[endnoteRef:2]. [2:  The information is preliminary and based on forecasts. There are currently no confirmed values from an officially recognized testing organization, nor an EC-type approval, nor a certificate of conformity with official values. Deviations between the stated values and the official values are possible. At DC fast-charging stations with 500 amps based on the forecast WLTP range.] 

· Fast DC charging is possible at 800-volt charging stations with a charging capacity of 300 kW. To use 400-volt charging stations, a DC converter is available as an option.
· The AC charging capacity is 11 kW or optionally 22 kW.
· The new lithium-ion battery (nickel-manganese-cobalt/NMC) delivers a usable energy content of 115 kWh.
· The battery cells have anodes in which silicon oxide is mixed with graphite. The proportion of cobalt has been further reduced (see sustainability factsheet).
· The high-voltage battery is repairable; the electronics/electrical unit is accessible and replaceable in the workshop (see sustainability factsheet).
· The VLE is factory-prepared for bidirectional charging in all markets (see charging factsheet). The availability of specific offers depends on market conditions, energy providers and partnerships. 
Superior ride comfort thanks to AIRMATIC with intelligent damping and level control 
· The optional AIRMATIC air suspension uses Google Maps data for the first time to keep the vehicle as low as possible for as long as possible, reducing aerodynamic drag and thus energy consumption.
· Conventional ride-height systems respond solely to speed, raising the vehicle whenever, for instance, a construction zone, traffic jam or tunnel causes the driver to slow down. The new AIRMATIC in the VLE, however, “knows” that the grand limousine is still on the motorway and continuously maintains the low ride-height setting.
· The intelligent suspension control also includes a new Car-to-X function, which provides significantly more comfort on long speed bumps that are particularly common in southern Europe and the USA. If the accelerator is pressed for too long, the body can oscillate harshly and the bump stops are reached abruptly. If the new Car-to-X function is activated, the VLE automatically adjusts the damping electrically just before the respective thresholds. The increase in comfort is particularly noticeable by the rear-seat passengers.
· With the AIRMATIC air suspension, the vehicle’s ride height can be raised and lowered by 40 millimetres for increased ground clearance or ease of entry. For the first time, this is also possible via voice control, for example, with the command “Raise vehicle level”.

Greater agility and remarkably small turning circle with rear-axle steering
· With optional rear-axle steering, the curb-to-curb turning circle reduces by 2 metres to 10.9 metres, and wall-to-wall to 11.6 metres. The steering angle of the rear axle is up to seven degrees.
· At speeds below 60 km/h, the rear wheels steer in the opposite direction to the front wheels. The wheelbase is virtually shortened depending on the driving situation, making the vehicle more manoeuvrable, nimble and agile.
· Above 60 km/h, the rear wheels turn in the same direction as the front wheels, virtually lengthening the wheelbase and delivering enhanced driving stability and safety at high speeds, in quick lane changes or sudden evasive manoeuvres.
· An additional comfort benefit for drivers comes from the more direct steering ratio, resulting in fewer steering wheel turns from straight ahead to full lock.

Exceptional acoustic and vibrational comfort for superior long-distance journeys
· An exceptionally stiff bodyshell and a precision design of the geometry dimensions guarantee minimal noise generation when the air flows around the vehicle’s outer skin with all attachments.
· Comprehensive sealing and sound insulation from front to rear ensure that unavoidable wind and rolling noises are no longer perceived as disturbing in the interior. In addition, the VLE is equipped with noise-insulating laminated glass.
· Decoupling elastomer mounts are installed between the suspension and body.
· The drive unit features rotor magnets arranged in a double-V configuration, with stator windings using so-called chorded coils. Both measures deliver exceptionally quiet yet efficient propulsion.


Contact:
Florian Hofmann, +49 160 86 93 546, florian.hofmann@mercedes-benz.com
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Mercedes-Benz Anniversary Year “140 Years of Innovation”
Since Carl Benz filed the patent for the first automobile 140 years ago and Gottlieb Daimler built his motorised carriage shortly afterwards, Mercedes‑Benz has dedicated itself to constantly innovate and to create the world’s most desirable cars for customers. This ambition has driven every innovation – from the world's first automobile in 1886 to today's intelligent and safe electric vehicles, like the all-new GLC and the award-winning all-new CLA. With the new S-Class, the company continues the biggest product launch programme in its history. With its passion for performance and pioneering power, excellence and an unwavering commitment to customer service, the brand has consistently shaped the future of mobility. The result goes well beyond engineering achievement – it creates the unmistakable feeling that leads through everything Mercedes‑Benz does: Welcome home.

Mercedes-Benz is celebrating 140 years of innovation by driving three new S-Class saloons on a trans-continental journey to 140 locations worldwide. Each place highlights the brand’s technology, heritage, pioneering spirit and worldwide presence. Along the way customers, fans and colleagues will get to join in the celebrations - on an epic adventure that will run until October. Follow the “140 Years. 140 Places” drive across six continents on our “140 years of innovation | Mercedes-Benz Media” special and via the Mercedes-Benz Community.

Further information about Mercedes-Benz is available at www.mercedes-benz.com and on our 
LinkedIn channel under Mercedes-Benz AG | LinkedIn. 
Press information and digital services for journalists and multipliers can be found on our 
Mercedes-Benz Media online platform at media.mercedes-benz.com.


Mercedes-Benz AG at a glance
Mercedes‑Benz AG is part of the Mercedes‑Benz Group AG with a total of around 164,000 employees worldwide and is responsible for the global business of Mercedes‑Benz Cars and Mercedes‑Benz Vans. Ola Källenius is Chairman of the Board of Management of Mercedes‑Benz AG. The company focuses on the development, production and sales of passenger cars, vans and vehicle-related services. Furthermore, the company aspires to be the leader in the fields of electric mobility and vehicle software. The brand portfolio of Mercedes-Benz Cars includes the Mercedes-Benz brand, as well as Mercedes-AMG, Mercedes-Maybach, and the G-Class product brand. Mercedes‑Benz AG is one of the world's largest manufacturers of high-end passenger cars. In 2025 it sold more than 2,1 million passenger cars and vans. In its two business segments, Mercedes‑Benz AG is continually expanding its worldwide production network with around 30 production sites on four continents. As sustainability is the guiding principle of the Mercedes‑Benz strategy and for the company itself, this means creating lasting value for all stakeholders: for customers, employees, investors, business partners and society as a whole. The basis for this is the sustainable business strategy of the Mercedes‑Benz Group. The company thus takes responsibility for the economic, ecological and social effects of its business activities and looks at the entire value chain.
image1.emf

image2.emf

